          EXT. SUBURBS. NIGHT

          Darkness. Party music is coming from somewhere near.Â  Bright

          lights appear and we see that they are a cars headlightsÂ 

          The car comes into view and pulls up at the head of a

          driveway.Â  There are 4 or 5 other cars parked on and around

          the driveway.Â  Inside the car we hear the muffled voices of

          two people talking.Â  The car door opens and an unidentified

          male exits the car. Once he is out of the car he pops his

          head back in the window.Â 

                              UNIDENTIFIED MALE

                    Yeah. Okay.

          The person inside the car says something but we cannot hear

          over the party music.

                              UNIDENTIFIED MALE

                         (Annoyed)

                    Yes I will. I'll see you later on.

          The unidentified male remains standing as the car drives

          off. As he turns around the camera turns with him so we are

          behind his head.Â  He begins to walk in the direction of the

          party.Â  The camera follows as he walks down a slop, across a

          paved area and down some stairs.Â  He enters the house and we

          see a whole bunch of people coming and going through the

          hallway and in and out of rooms.Â  The people smile, nod and

          speak to the male as he walks through the house.

                              VARIOUS PARTY GOERS

                    Hey/Hey man/Hi/ etc...

          The male continues walking through the house and out onto a

          verrandah/decking. He walks down some steps into an open

          lawn area and as the male continues, walking off acreen, the

          camera settles on a group of four young adults at on picnic

          chairs in a circle.

                              ELI

                    All I'm asking is 'why do people

                    make such a big deal out of it?'

                              ALFIE

                    Well, it is a big deal El.

          ELI, 18 - young and attractive with a somewhat eccentric

          fasion sense - stamps her feet.

                              ELI

                    But why?

          ALFIE, 20 - moderately attractive in an offbeat way and

          giving the appearance of younger than his actual age -

          brings his hands up to his face and groans.

                              STAN

                    Lay off Al. What does it matter?

                              ALFIE

                    Not you too?

                              STAN

                    I meant the arguement. You know you

                    don't have to always be 'right'?

                              ALFIE

                    Don't be ridiculous Stan. Of course

                    I do.

          STAN,20 - more traditionally handsome although somewhat

          awkward with his physicality - looks at the girl sitting

          next to him.Â  NICOLE, 19 - relativley plain but with an

          inteligence behind her eyes.Â  Nicole puts her hand on his

          thigh and shakes her head at him with a sort of 'I don't

          know expression'.

                              STAN

                    So what do we want to do anyway?

                              ELI

                    Let's do something fun.

                              ALFIE

                         (Sarcastically)

                    Great idea El.

          Stan shoots Alfie a disapprovingy look and Alfie nods his

          head indicating that he is sorry.

                              NICOLE

                    Well I don't know about you guys

                    but I'd kinda like to get home and

                    get some study in before bed.

                              ALFIE

                    Nerd.

                              NICOLE

                    When are you going to grow-up Al.

          Alfie stands up and as he does so his chair falls

          backwards.Â  He gestures to the sky with one hand.

                              ALFIE

                         (Shouting)

                    Never!

                              NICOLE

                    Great. Moving on...

                              STAN

                    I think I'm with Nicky actually. I

                    might head home.

          Stan and Nicole both stand up leaving Eli as the only one of

          the four sitting.

                              ALFIE

                    Oh come on!

                              ELI

                    Yeah guys. I thought we could have

                    some fun tonight. You know go out

                    or something.

                              NICOLE

                    Sorry El. We can do soemthing on

                    the weekend though.

          Eli lowers her head and grumbles something under her breath

          but then looks up at Nicole and Stan with a smile.

                              ELI

                    Alright. I think of somewhere super

                    fun we can all go.

          Alfie begins to say something but sees Stan shaking his head

          and so closes his mouth.

                              STAN

                    Sounds good El. So are you gonna

                    walk home with us? How about you

                    Al?

                              ELI

                    Yeah I suppose I...

                              ALFIE

                         (Interupting)

                    Actually I need to see James

                    quickly.

                              NICOLE

                    Really? That guy is so weird.

                              ALFIE

                    Well is his party. I think one of

                    us should tell him we're leaving.

                              NICOLE

                    Whatever. We're not waiting for you

                    though.

          Nicole, Stan and Eli all begin to make their way from where

          they were sitting back towards the road.

                              ALFIE

                         (Mockingly)

                    Whatever.

          Alfie glances at the house and then back at his freinds who

          have just departed.

                              ALFIE

                         (Shouting)

                    I'll catch up.

          Alfie walks up the steps and into the house.

                                                         FADE TO:

          EXT. STREETS. NIGHT.

          Nicole, Stan and Eli are walking down a road in the city

          suburbs.Â  The streets a empty and it is clear that is well

          past the time most people retire to their homes on a

          weeknight.

                              ELI

                    Where is Alfie? I thought he was

                    going to catch us up.

                              STAN

                    He has been a while. I wonder

                    what's keeping him.

                              NICOLE

                    Oh come on! We all know that he

                    stayed behind to buy some pot and

                    that more likely than not James

                    asked him to stay and smoke a joint

                    with him and etcetera etcetera you

                    know the rest. How long have we

                    known this guy?

          At that point Alfie catches up to them from behind.

                              ALFIE

                    What guy?

          The group come to a stop and turn around to look at Alfie.

                              STAN

                    You took your time.

          Alfie looks behind him and then back at the group.

                              ALFIE

                    Yeah I...

                              NICOLE

                    Something wrong Mr. Byrne?

                              ALFIE

                    No I...No. Anyway. Where are we

                    headed?

          All 4 of them begin walking again.

                              ELI

                    We're going home remember?

                              ALFIE

                    Yeah. Right. Good idea. Things to

                    do tomorrow and all that. Why are

                    we walking again?

                              NICOLE

                    I like walking.

                              STAN

                    And it's nice night out.

                              ALFIE

                    But walking?

                              ELI

                    Jesus Alfie. We're already almost

                    home.

                              ALFIE

                    I'll have you not take the Lord's

                    name in vain thank-you.

                              ELI

                    Huh? What does that mean?

                              NICOLE

                    He means you shouldn't say 'Jesus'

                    like that but he's only mucking

                    around.

          Alfie again looks behind before addressing Nicole.

                              ALFIE

                    I'll have you know I'm a very

                    spiritual man.

                              NICOLE

                    You're a very stupid boy is what

                    you are.

          Alfie clutchs his chest with both hands and faux stumbles.

                              ALFIE

                    Ouch! Nicky I'm hurt. Stan did you

                    here what she called me?

                              STAN

                    I'm tired Al. Can we just get home

                    please.

          They approach a corner with a street light.

                              ALFIE

                    Suit yourself. You won't hear a

                    word from me for the rest of the

                    walk.

          As they walk around the corner Eli gently bumps Alfie into

          the street light.

                              ALFIE

                    Well that's just not fair.

          The other 3 stop and look at Alfie.

                              ALFIE

                    For the rest of the walk.

                                                         FADE TO:

          EXT STREETS. NIGHT

          The group are standing outside a house in the city suburbs.

          Nicole is leaning on Stan who has his arm around her. Those

          2 are standing opposite Alfie and Eli.

                              STAN

                    So you guys are okay to get home?

                              ALFIE

                    Stan my man. I own this

                    neighbourhood.

          Alfie turns to look at Eli.

                              ALFIE

                    Can we get a taxi please?

                              ELI

                         (Increduosly)

                    It's a 5 minute walk!

          Stan and Nicky smile.

                              ALFIE

                    Fine. See you guys in class

                    tomorrow I guess.

                              STAN

                    So you're coming to class?

                              ALFIE

                    What can I say? I have a thirst for

                    knowledge.

                              NICOLE

                    Concerned you night be failing?

                              ALFIE

                    A little bit.

          Eli has already begun walking off.

                              ELI

                    Come on Al. I'm getting cold.

          Al nods at Nicole and Stan, who turn and make their way

          inside, and hurries to catch up to Eli.

                              ALFIE

                         (Disguised as a cough)

                    Taxi.

          Eli just igmores this.

                              ALFIE

                    So am I walking you all the way

                    home then?

          Eli loops her arm under Alfie's.

                              ELI

                    I think it would be the gentlemanly

                    thing to do.

                              ALFIE

                         (Feigning ignorance)

                    So that's a no?

                              ELI

                    You're not funny.

                                                          CUT TO:

          INT. BEDROOM. MORNING

          The sound of loud knockingÂ  is heard as we see Stan and

          Nicole in bed.Â  The curtains are drawn and there is very

          little light in the room. Stan, lying on his back, groans

          and rolls over pulling a pillow over his head as he does.Â 

          Nicole sits up in bed. The knocking continues.

                              NICOLE

                    What the fuck. That better no be...

                              ALFIE

                         (Yelling through the door)

                    Stan, Nicky wake up. Wake up for

                    fucks sake.

                              STAN

                         (Muffled by the pillow)

                    Let's just ignore him.

                              NICOLE

                    Go away Al. We got home less than 5

                    hours ago. I'm not in the mood.

                              ALFIE

                    Open the fucking door guys. This is

                    serious.

          Stan turns back over and sits up.

                              STAN

                    How did you even get in the house?

          Alfie bangs on the door a couple more times.

                              ALFIE

                         (Now sounding upset)

                    It's Eli guys. Something's happened

                    to her.

                                                          CUT TO:

          INT. KITCHEN. MORNING

          NICOLE, STAN and ALFIE are sitting at the kitchen table.

          They each have a cup of coffee or tea in front of them.

                              NICOLE

                    But how? I mean. You walked home

                    together right?

                              ALFIE

                    Well yeah but...

                              STAN

                    Well did you or didn't you Al?

                              ALFIE

                    I did. We did. Mostly.

                              NICOLE

                    What the fuck does mostly mean

                    Alfie?

          Alfie takes a sip of his coffee - all three intermittently

          take sips of their drinks every 30 - 40 seconds.

                              STAN

                    Nic!

                              ALFIE

                    It was cold. I was tired. I saw her

                    to her street. She only had to walk

                    like 100-200 metres by herself.

                              NICOLE

                    100-200 metres too far Alfie.

                              ALFIE

                    FUCK!

                              STAN

                    Alright. Chill out. So who told you

                    she was missing?

                              ALFIE

                    Her mum did.

                              STAN

                    Because she didn't come home?

                              ALFIE

                    Right.

                              STAN

                    And you were the last one to see

                    her?

                              ALFIE

                    Well who can say?

                              NICOLE

                         (Annoyed)

                    Alfie!

                              STAN

                    You were the last of her friends

                    and family to see her?

                              ALFIE

                    Right

                              STAN

                    And how long has she been missing?

                              ALFIE

                    About 7 hours I guess.

                              STAN

                    OK. Let's think about this. Are we

                    even sure she's missing? Maybe she

                    just went of with a friend or

                    something.

                              NICOLE

                    7 hours is a bit soon to be

                    declared missing. Don't the police

                    have that 24 hour thing with

                    missing people.

                              ALFIE

                    Yeah I've seen a lot of movies too

                    Nicky. I'm telling you, something

                    is up. She hasn't gone off with a

                    friend and we should be worried.

                              STAN

                    Alright Al calm down mate. What do

                    you propose we do?

                              ALFIE'

                    We look for her I guess. We look

                    for clues. We look for people who

                    may have seen her.

                              NICOLE

                    What about class?

                              ALFIE

                    Fuck class.

                              STAN

                    I think we can miss one class Nic.

                              NICOLE

                    But should we at least tell

                    someone.

                              ALFIE

                    You go to class Nicole. Stan and I

                    can handle this. Take notes for us

                    and all.

                              NICOLE

                    Are you sure?

                              STAN

                         (To Nicole)

                    Yeah we got this.

                         (To Alfie)

                    Let's do it then. Where do we

                    start?

                              ALFIE

                    We retrace our steps and take it

                    from there?

          All three get up. Nicole pushes her chair back under the

          table, picks up the coffee mugs and takes them over to the

          sink. The other two are already out of the house when she

          turns off the kitchen light.

          EXT. STREETS. DAY

