Nine reasons I want to study Creative Industries (and one reason you want me to).

1. “I don’t want to achieve immortality through my work.  I want to achieve it through not dying.”  Maybe the best quote ever.

2. That was the first quote that popped into my head when I decided to kick this list off with a quote.  It took all of 2 minutes for that to occur but a further 45 minutes for me to make up my mind on it.

3. I put more thought and effort into what I post on Facebook and Twitter than I do in just about every other area of my life.  It takes time to get the mixture of humour, pathos, nonsense and profundity just right.

4. An example of the above point from July 2009: “James Farish-Carradice cannot decide if Facebook is a legitimate form of creative expression or merely an all too convenient distraction from legitimate forms of creative expression.”

5. I spend an inordinate amount of time wording and re-wording my responses to even the simplest questions.  Just the other morning I created a two-minute awkward silence in arriving at a response to the question ‘What are you doing tonight?’

6. The greatest movie ever made – Grosse Point Blank – the screenplay of which is perhaps the major contributing factor. Well, aside from across the board strong performances and a killer Joe Strummer coordinated soundtrack.

7. The very deliberate choice of the phrase ‘The greatest movie ever made’ in the above point rather than a more diplomatic ‘My favourite movie’.  Seriously, it is perfectly paced, has well judged character arcs, just the right mixture of humour, romance and action, endlessly quotable dialogue and even Minnie Driver as the female lead works.

8. I have a habit of imagining up stories about strangers I see in the street or on the train on my way to work, which provides a convenient distraction from the terribly mundane voyage.  One man is an extremely polite modern gentleman assassin because he wears black leather gloves and glasses and carries a briefcase

9. I have chosen a list format in an attempt to convince of my creative acumen despite the fact that I am well aware it is lazy writing.  I personally consider a good list a guilty pleasure, particularly a Top 10 list that I can work myself up into an irrational indignation over because I disagree with at least half of it.

As for the one reason it would be a good idea to allow me to take this course – everyone of the above points were written in my head within an hour of leaving the information session for the course.  It then took me two and half weeks to refine them to the point of satisfaction.  

Also, I hope you enjoy the beginning of my short story.

James Farish-Carradice
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